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Part 1 – Internationalization of 

educational activity 



Educational activity:
Enrolment of international students in 2013 – 2017

Number of 

students
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

880
993

1259

1631 1690
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1690 students

48 countries

Educational activity:
Enrolment of international students in 2017

Turkmenistan
23%

India
20%

Tajikistan
17%

Kyrgyzstan
12%

Egypt
7%

Jordan
4%

Iraq
2%

Kazakhstan
2%

Other 
13%



Part 2 – International cooperation



97 partner organizations from 36 countries:

universities, language centres and foreign embassies in Russia
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Academic mobility 

Key partners

© С.М. Васин

Luleå University of Technology

European University of Flensburg 

University of Padova

Lublin University of Technology

“1 Decembrie 1918” University of Alba Iulia, 
Transilvania University of Brasov

Lanzhou University

Kokshetau State University, 
Eurasian National University

Nakhchivan State 
University

Károli Gáspár University 
of the Reformed Church



• University of Flensburg (Germany) 

• Luleå University of Technology (Sweden)

• Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” (Bulgaria)  

• University of Padova (Italy) 

• Lublin University of Technology (Poland)

• 1 December 1918 University, Alba Iulia (Romania)

• Károli Gáspár University of the Reformed Church in Hungary

International Cooperation:
Credit Mobility

Academic student exchange programmes: Europe



• Lanzhou University (China) 

• Gannan Normal University 

• Kokshetau State University (Kazakhstan) 

• Eurasian National University (Kazakhstan)

• Nakhichevan State University (Azerbaijan)

International Cooperation:
Credit Mobility

Academic student exchange programmes: Asia



2014 2015 2016 2017

50 55 60

94

15

29 35

26

исходящая мобильность входящая мобильность

Academic mobility
Students

Outgoing mobility Incoming mobility



Scholarship programs for students:

• Erasmus+ scholarships

• Russian President’s scholarship for studying abroad

• DAAD and PAD scholarships for studying at summer 

language schools 

• Governmental programmes for attracting international 

students

• Scholarships of partner-universities

Academic mobility
Students



Student mobility ensured through university funds

• Center for Student Exchanges based at the International 

Relations Office

• Center of Tourism under the aegis of the Department of 

Marketing, Commerce and Service

Academic mobility
Students



Network educational programs

Country University Program name Program 
degree

Implementation 
scheme

Status

China Lanzhou University International Economics Master’s 
degree

1 semester + 
3 semesters

Under 
implementation

China Gannan Normal 
University

Teacher Training, major in 
Music

Bachelor’s 
degree

1 year + 3 years Supported by 
Chinese Ministry 
of Education

China Lianyungang Normal 
College 

Teacher Training, major in 
Music

Bachelor’s 
degree

2 years + 3 years Under 
implementation

China College of Foreign 
Languages, Hunan 
University

Linguistics (Russian as a 
Foreign Language)

Bachelor’s 
degree

2 years + 3 года Under 
implementation

Germany European University of
Flensburg

Foreign Languages, Culture 
and Cross-Cultural
Communication

Master’s 
degree

1 year + 1 years Finalization and
approval of
documents



• Professional Teacher Education through University 

Schools (PROTEUS) – 1491 thousand rubles (2015 –

2017), Erasmus+

• School Adoption in Teacher Education (SATE) – 1327 

thousand rubles (2016 – 2018), Erasmus+

• Internationalization of Higher Education – 2967 

thousand rubles (2016 – 2018), Erasmus+

• Green Campus – 340 thousand rubles (2017 – 2018), 

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany

• State Policy in Education and Awareness-Raising –

1206 thousand rubles (2017), the Rosa Luxemburg 

Foundation

International grants



Certified examination centers for 

international exams in foreign language 

proficiency
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Part 3 – Internationalization of 

university internal environment

Penza State University:
International activity in 2017



PSU internationalization objectives

1. Internationalization of 
university educational 

activity

3.  Internationalization of
university internal

environment

2. Internationalization of 
university scientific 

activity

4. Increased level of 
university’s international 

reputation



Definition of multiculturalism

• Multiculturalism is an aspect of tolerance, which 

consists in the request for parallelly existing 

cultures with a view to their mutual penetration, 

enrichment and development in a general sense 

of human culture.

• Multiculturalism is the theory and practice of 

recognizing and respecting different cultures, 

religions, races, ethnicities, opinions within the 

environment.



Internationalization of university 
internal environment

• Development of cross-cultural integration 

system (internal internationalization)

• Improved regulations on international activities

• Development and implementation of 

multicultural language environment at the 

university

• Improved system of international students’ 

socialization 



Guiding principles

1. Shift in general policy of the university 

2. Formation of knowledge about culture, customs 

and mindset of peoples.

3. Use of interdisciplinary approaches to teaching.

4. Promotion of multilingualism.

5. Development of respect for all types of 

diversities based on the understanding of 

national identity and the principles of tolerance.



Model of forming tolerant university 

environment

Assimilation Multiculturalism
Dialogue of 

cultures



Socialization of international students:

Functional system

Adaptation

Integration

Personal 
fulfillment

Socialized international students, having the 

opportunity to freely interact with the social 

environment

Integration of international students into the Russian 

student community and other social structures of 

Russian society

Personal fulfillment of international students, 

allowing them to solve their own problems in an 

independent and creative ways, as well as the 

ability to build friendly inter-ethnic relations 

Functions Expected results



Sports activity

Research work

Adaptation and preventive work

Socially significant and cultural projects

Socialization of international students:
Key areas



Socialization of international students:
Adaptation and preventive work

Mentoring (tutoring 

with regard to 

national groups)

Tutoring

Adaptation and

preventive work
Adaptational and 

preventive meetings

Monitoring 

international 

students’ satisfaction



Socialization of international students:
Socially significant and cultural projects

Day of Arab Culture Day of African Culture

Day of Central Asian Culture Nowruz Day of Indian Culture Diwali



International Students’ Day

Socialization of international students:
Socially significant and cultural projects



Lessons of friendship

Classical gymnasium No. 1 School No. 47

School No. 35 School No. 71



Contest “I live here”

The best New Year dormitory is the dormitory No. 6/2



Annual meeting of PSU Rector Aleksandr Gulyakov

with international students



City- and federal-level events

Parade of Youth on Penza City Day

Opening ceremony of 4th Spartakiad of 

Russian pensioners

Dialogue of Generations (Dialog der 

Generationen – Deutscher Akzent)

19th World Festival of Youth and Students 

in Sochi



Internationalization of the university

Grace Rayess, TV presenter of the Lebanese channel ALJADEED

and lecturer at Arts, Sciences and Technology University in

Lebanon, visited PSU and gave:

• The public lecture for Arab and Russian students on Relations

between Russia and the Arab Countries in the Media Field;

• The master class for students from the Department of Journalism.



Charity concert of international 

students in Spassky orphanage



Volga Educational Camp for 

international students POLIS



Number of participants in 2014 – 2017 

120 Russian 
students of PSU 
(Student Activist

Group 
“Impulse”)

125 Russian 
students of PSU 
(Student Activist

Group 
“Impulse”)

2014

2016
2017

30 international 
students of PSU

30 international 
students from 13 
Russian regions

30 international 
students of PSU

35 international 
students of PSU

15 Russian 
students of PSU 

Volga Educational Camp for 

international students POLIS



35

Geography of participants in 2014 – 2017

29 

countries

13 Russian 

cities

Azerbaijan, Benin, Botswana, Chad, China, Egypt, 

Estonia, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 

Kongo, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Mali, Moldova, Mongolia, 

Namibia, Nigeria, Russia, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, 

Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen

Moscow, St. Petersburg, Novomoskovsk, Ivanovo, Tula, 

Belgorod, Kazan, Elista, Astrakhan, Yekaterinburg, 

Chelyabinsk, Orenburg, Saransk

125 international students 260 Russian students

Volga Educational Camp for 

international students POLIS



Socialization of international students:
Research work

5 HEIs (including 3 foreign 
universities)

Over 75 authors: international 
students, Master’s degree 
students, postgraduate students 
and academic staff

Participants of the conference 
represent 22 countries

Proceedings of the conference are 
published in the RSCI database

6 subpanels devoted to topical 
issues of modern science

6th International Student Scientific and Practical Conference on 

Cross-Cultural Communication in the Modern World



Socialization of international students:
Research work

Methodological guide “Socialization of international students at PSU”

The edition is the guideline on work 

with international students within 

Russian university environment. 

The publication presents the practical 

program for socializing international 

students at Penza State University. 

The authors propose tools for 

assessing the adaptability of 

international students to the new 

social, cultural and educational 

environment. The guide contains 

exercises  for developing caring 

attitude towards individuals in the 

process of upgrading skills of tolerant 

cross-cultural communication.



Socialization of international students:
Sports activity

Good Will Games



Socialization of international students:
Sports activity

Felt Boots Hockey Tournament 



Thank you for your attention!


