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Internationalisation of curricula: the case of IPT
Portugal:
Population
• 2017 estimate
10,291,027

• 2011 census
10,562,178
• (continental area 
+archipelagos of the Azores 
and Madeira, both 
autonomous regions with 
their own regional 
governments) 
•Elderly per 100 young 
people:  150



Tomar a city in the middle of Portugal
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The city of Tomar..



History..

The city was founded in the 12th century. It was conquered from the Moors by King 
Afonso Henriques in 1147 and donated to the Templar Order in 1159. Tomar was founded 
by Gualdim Pais in 1160, Grand Master of the Order and city’s mythical founder, who laid 
the first stone of the Castle and Monastery that would become the Headquarters of the 
Order in Portugal.



World Heritage..

The Templars ruled a vast region of
central Portugal from Tomar, which
they pledged to defend from Moorish
attacks. Tomar was especially
important in the 15th century when it
was the center of Portuguese
overseas expansion under the
supervision of Henry the Navigator,
the Grand Master of the Order of
Christ, the organization that
succeeded the Templars in Portugal.
Today, the Convento de Cristo
(Convent of the Order of Christ) is one
of the most remarkable monuments
in the country, having been included
on the UNESCO’s World Heritage List
in 1983.



Brief Presentation….
The Instituto Politécnico de Tomar is a Polytechnic Higher Education Institution created
by ministerial decree in 1973. On January 1, 1997 the institution obtained the status of
an independent polytechnic higher education institution with three schools:
management school and technology school at Tomar (the main Campus) and a
technology school at Abrantes.
Students: 3000



The city of Tomar..

The City of Tomar is a medium-size city in central Portugal, beautifully located on 
the banks of the river Nabão, which gives its name to the city’s inhabitants, the 
Nabantinos. With about 43,000 inhabitants, it spreads over an area of 352 km².
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Data Collected on the Internationalization of Curriculum for each degree 
programme: (Process of Assessment/Accreditation of Study Programmes)

1. International partnerships within the study cycle
2. Percentage of foreign students
3. Percentage of students in international mobility programs
4. Percentage of foreign academic staff

National Agency for the Evaluation and Accreditation of the Higher Education in 
Portugal  (A3ES)
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Small is Beautiful ? 
Flexibility
Adaptability
Personal Contacts (face to face)
Less bureaucracy
Quick answers

Big is Beautiful?
Rankings
Budget
Lobbying
Attraction of students,staff, partners…(national and 
international)
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How to overpass the situation: transforming treaths and
Weaknesses in Challenges, using the strengths and opportunities
…through QUALITY 

Being a small HEI allows you to  answer to any call, any
application, to adapt your stucture if necessary….

If you feel a need to be a bigger HEI you may always integrate a 
specific Consortium or cooperate with others Institution
achieving dimension



Polytechnic Institute of Tomar - Portugal
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Polytechnic Institute of Tomar - Portugal
International projects

1) 2 Erasmus Mundus Masters – IMPQ and DYCLAM

2) 1 International Erasmus+ Partnership – KA2 – APHELEIA ( Best Practices E.C. 2018)

3) 1 Capacity Builiding – KA2 – HARMONY ( in course) and MAGNUS ( beginning now)

4) Creative Europe – Carnval ( till 2010: Culture Programme=60% Intz Budget)

5) ICM – Since 2014, with Macau, Palestine, Paraguai, Bosnia-Herzgovina, 
Serbia, Ukraine, Russia, Belarus, Morocco, Cape Vert, Jordania, Israel, Iran, Kosovo….

6) Individual Mobility –KA1 (ERASMUS Centro Consortium)

7) UNESCO Chair ( beginning now)

8) Project Internationalization of Portuguese Polytechnics ( finishing now)

9) Highlands ( 2020 Horizon)



We are looking forward to see you in Tomar for 
Study, research, and also to enjoy our sunshine, 
good food and hospitality…

Thanks for your attention



STUDY and RESEARCH in PORTUGAL
https://youtu.be/wBL8dC7_obY

Study at Polytechnic of TOMAR:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpvtPqV2ybo

Portuguese Polytechnics: 
http://portugalpolytechnics.com/en/

https://youtu.be/wBL8dC7_obY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpvtPqV2ybo
http://portugalpolytechnics.com/en/


Polytechnic Institute of Tomar - Portugal

Thank You!

Contacts:

International Relations Office: gri@ipt.pt
Maria Catroga: c.catroga@ipt.pt

mailto:gri@ipt.pt
mailto:c.catroga@ipt.pt

