
Sciences Po : from a French 
School to an international 

University



An old french Lady

•Founded in 
1872
•To prepare the 

french elite of 
civil service
•By 

pluridisciplinar
y curriculum



A School for the high bourgeoisie

• Base in aristocratic Faubourg St Germain

• Close from the places of power 

• Gentlemen Welcome



An « independant » school

• 1872 « Ecole libre »

• 1945 a Partial nationalization

– An antonomus Fundation

– A « public » Institut of Political sciences

 Avantages:

 A flexible financial practice

 A flexible academic rule

 A flexible policy / strategy



« Un succès »



The choise of Internationalization: 
Why?

• The decline of public jobs (less attractiv than 
private job, less offers from governement)

• Necessity to be more competitive ( vs LLM, 
MBA, …). 

• A new academic demand ( foreign languages, 
specific et more flexible programs)



A new global context (1991 …)

• The end of the Cold war (1991)

• The begening of the NET ( the web revolution)

• the collapse of transport costs (flight)



The new parameters of académic
exchange

A political encouragement (Erasmus, etc.)
The Bologna Process (LMD)

A New international competion (



Imposed transformations

• change the selection of students
• Teachings in foreign languages
• multiply academic exchange agreements

1994 300 IS 2000 1500 IS 
• open recognizable diplomas (LMD)
• One year abroad
• Change the credit units and grades.
• Open the academic staff to foreign peoples.

A Pedagogical Revolution



The international network



considerable investments

• Financial (fund raising, fees, alumni…) 192 M euros/Y

• 6 000 to 18 000 students (included Phd)

• 7 campus 

• A largest Library 

• More academics

• A biggest administrativ staff

A riche exeperience who found a real support from
ministery, students, academic and alumni

Very dynamic presidents (A Lancelot, R Descoings, F 
Mion)



Others Institutions:  

a French postgraduate-level institute of research and 
higher education in engineering and science


