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Internationalization of Higher Education

• Higher education institutions are compelled to put effort into the 
international arena in accordance with their own priorities, due to 
– financial considerations

– increasing the quality of the education they offer;

– having more international students, 

– having more international faculty members,

– having higher international rankings

– increasing the quality of their research 

– increasing their international recognition. 

• International students and faculty members also offer significant 
opportunities in terms of public diplomacy and soft power. 

• Therefore, countries focus on the internationalization of their educational 
systems and revise their strategies dynamically.

• According to UNESCO’s 2013 data, there are approximately 4 million 
international students around the world. 



The Internationalization Strategies of the 
Leading Countries around the World

• Common features can be found when we consider the projects being 
applied by the countries that want to establish a strong position as a 
worldwide intellectual hub in the global academic market.
– They push to create projects which attract the world’s smartest and most successful 

students and scientists. 

– They are primarily developing projects to ensure that successful students in their own 
countries are prevented from leaving the country (reverse brain drain), especially for 
graduate studies. 

– They make enormous investments in projects which entice successful international 
students to choose their country.

– They try to increase the flow of post-doctoral international researchers to their country. 

– They are seeking ways to link their education and research with the most respected 
universities and scholars in the world and to transfer those scholars as part-time, short-
term, or fulltime academic staff. 



International Students in Turkish Universities

• The enormous growth, or better, the delayed massification in the Turkish 
higher education institutions after 2006 has facilitated access to and 
increased supply in higher education.

• Today, the number of higher education students in Turkey is over 7 million. 

• In conjunction with Turkey’s growth in higher education, economic 
development, and international recognition, we have seen a remarkable 
increase in the number of international students and faculty members in 
the country. 

• The Bologna Process, in particular, with its student and faculty exchange 
programs, has made significant contributions to the internationalization 
experiences of our higher education institutions, and public universities, in 
particular, have engaged in competition with each other. 

• In this regard, Turkish higher education institutions have expended 
tremendous efforts and witnessed notable success. 



• Clearly, the number of international students in Turkey has been on the 
rise. 

• According to data from the last 10 years, the number of international 
students remained level at about 17,000 until 2008. 

• It dramatically increased when the Council of Higher Education (CoHE) 
actively took charge of the process and introduced regulations in 
procedures and implementations, and the uptrend continues. 

• For instance, the number of international students in Turkish higher 
education institutions was
– 48,183 in the year 2014,

– 72,178 in the year 2015,

– 95,151 in the year 2016.

• The number of international students enrolled in graduate programs in 
Turkish higher education institutions was 10,855 in the year 2014; the 
figure almost doubled, jumping to 22,721 in the year 2016.



The Number of International Students in Turkish Higher Education System 



• The ratio of international students to the total number of students 
enrolled in Turkish graduate programs increased as well.
– This ratio was 3.3 percent in the year 2014 and improved to 4.5 percent in the year

2016.

• Notwithstanding, the ratio of foreign students in total graduate programs 
across the world has hardly changed in the last years and remains at the 
level of almost 25 percent. 

• One of the most significant issues to be considered is the scarcity of 
international students and faculty members in Turkey’s universities of 
good reputation in education and research capabilities. 

• The number of international students in leading universities around the 
world has a good share in the total number of students. 
– 62 percent at the London School of Economics, 33 percent at MIT, 21 percent at 

Stanford, and 17 percent at Harvard. 

• In the year of 2014, a sizeable portion of international students in Turkey 
(3,051 students, 6.33 percent) were enrolled at Istanbul University; 
however, this figure amounts to only 2.37 percent of the total number of 
students enrolled at the same university.



• As it can be seen from Graph, A look at countrywide distribution reveals 
that international students in Turkey are mostly from neighboring and 
Turkic-language countries. 

The Number of International Students in Turkey by Country in 2016



International Faculty Members in Turkish Universities

• The number of international faculty members in Turkish higher education 
institutions continues to steadily increase. 
– Still, it is a small number. 

• According to the last 10 years’ data, the total number of foreign faculty 
members stood at 
– 1,057 in the year 2007,

– 3,114 in the year 2016.

• The number of faculty members coming from other countries to teach in 
Turkish universities is approximately 2 percent of the total number of 
faculty members. 

• Turkey must urgently take measures in this matter. 



• CoHE has recently launched the Foreign Academics Information System 
(YABSIS) to this end. 

• This is a joint project run by CoHE and the Turkish Prime Ministry, 
primarily to create a database of international academics and researchers 
who were forced to immigrate to Turkey due to natural disasters or war, by 
compiling their job applications, and providing assistance to them to find 
employment in Turkish higher education institutions in accordance with 
the relevant procedures.

• It is reported that the scope of the online portal will be broadened to take 
in applications from all international academics and researchers who are 
interested in working in Turkey.



Strategies to Increase the Number of 
International Students in Turkey

• The Council of Higher Education (CoHE) has taken significant steps to 
transform Turkey into a hub for higher education. 

• It has pursued an active agenda with international partners and developed 
joint projects with various countries. 

• Similarly, the Turkish Ministry of Economy, the Ministry of Development, 
the Presidency for Turks Abroad and Related Communities (YTB), and the 
Yunus Emre Institute support projects related to international students 
and programs. 
– the Ministry of Economy offers a support program for international fair promotions; 

– the Ministry of Development prioritizes internationalization in higher education in its 
planning efforts; 

– the YTB provides scholarships in addition to other opportunities; 

– the Yunus Emre Institute contributes to these efforts through its mission offices in 
different parts of the world. 



The Necessity of International Cooperation for 
Internationalization

• Universities in Turkey are known to engage in international cooperation 
and almost every university puts effort into this. 

• References to the numbers of foreign students and faculty members and 
of international agreements signed by each university are included in each 
institution’s advertising and promotion campaigns. 

• However, these efforts are currently limited to programs involving the 
mobility of international students and faculty members, and there is a 
significant difference in the number of incoming and outgoing students.

• For example, the number of students in the Erasmus exchange program 
coming into Turkey is lower than Turkish students going abroad via the 
same program. 
– In the last 10 years, from 2004 to 2014, a total of 23,109 Erasmus students attended 

Turkish higher education programs as opposed to 74,231 Turkish students who joined 
Erasmus programs abroad.



Challenges and Opportunities: What to Do?

• Turkey needs consolidation and rehabilitation in the internationalization of 
its higher education system. 

• The internationalization of Turkish higher education lacks in-depth study, 
field studies in particular. 

• Articles containing general assessments or short reports are more 
commonplace, yet it is very difficult to administer the process of 
improvement without conducting field research and without observations 
from the field. 

• More studies should be carried out in order to help policy makers to make 
the right decisions. 

• One of the most critical areas that needs rehabilitation, beyond the total 
number of enrolled foreign students, is the distribution of foreign students 
in undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral degree programs. 



• The OECD’s Education at a Glance 2015 report indicates that the OECD 
average number of international students enrolled in 
– bachelors or equivalent degree programs stood at 6 percent in 2013,

– for masters programs stood at 14 percent 

– for PhD programs stood at 24 percent . 

• International students in Turkey mostly concentrate on 
– associate degree programs approximately 6 percent

– and bachelor’s degree programs approximately 69 percent. 

• In Turkey, however, the numbers of foreign students enrolled in 
– bachelors degree programs stood at 1 percent, 

– for masters programs stood at 4 percent , 

– for PhD programs stood at 4 percent in 2013. 

• Enrolling qualified international students in graduate programs amplifies 
research capacities in higher education institutions as it positively 
contributes to a country’s power of economic competition. 

• Therefore, it is necessary for Turkey to concentrate more on the 
distribution of foreign students in higher education programs, develop 
new policies to this end, and accelerate the relevant implementations.



Turkish Higher Education has 2 strategic aims related to internationalization:

• Making Turkey ‘centre of attraction’ for international students,

• Increasing the institutional capacity for international students at Turkish
universities.

In order to achieve these aims, Turkish government is planning to:

• increase the number of international students and international academic
staff,

• increase the number of students and academics benefitting from
international exchange programs, 

• increase the number of Turkish universities in the ranking of the first 500 
universities of the world,

• increase the number of programs where the medium of instruction is a 
foreign language,

• increase the number of bilateral agreements with different institutions of 
different countries,

• increase the housing opportunities for international students and staff.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZC_RHmRuMjU

Kocaeli University

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZC_RHmRuMjU


GENERAL INFORMATION 

Foundation Year : 1992

Status : State University 

Number of Faculties : 18

Number of Institutes : 3

Number of Schools : 3

State Conservatory : 1 

Number of Vocational Schools : 21 

Total Number of Teaching Staff : 2081 

Professors : 247 

Associate Professors : 194 

Assistant Professors : 484 

Research Assistants 

Lecturers 1156 

Instructors-Specialists 

Number of Students : 83.699

Faculties - Schools : 40.810

Vocational Schools : 35.420

Master’s and Doctorate Programs : 7.469



CAMPUSES
14 campuses scattered out the province with the main campus in 

Umuttepe.

UMUTTEPE CAMPUS 

Kocaeli University Rectorate

Faculty of Education

Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

Faculty of Law

Faculty of Economics and Administrative 

Sciences 

Faculty of Theology

Faculty of Communication

Faculty of Engineering

Faculty of Technology

Faculty of Technical Education

Faculty of Medicine

Faculty of Sports Sciences

Faculty of Health Scienes

Institute of Natural and Applied Sciences 

Institute of Health Sciences

Institute of Social Sciences

School of Foreign Languages

Vocational School of Justice

Kocaeli Health Services Vocational School 

ANITPARK CAMPUS 

Faculty of Fine Arts

Faculty of Architecture and Design 

State Conservatory

ARSLANBEY CAMPUS 

Faculty of Aviation and Space Sicences

Faculty of Applied Sciences

Ali Rıza Veziroğlu Vocational School 

Arslanbey Vocational School

Vocational School of Food and Agriculture 

İzmit Vocational School 

DEĞİRMENDERE CAMPUS 

Ali Özbay Vocational School

DERBENT CAMPUS 

School of Tourism and Hotel 

Kartepe Tourism Vocational School

Kartepe Park Hotel



GÖLCÜK CAMPUS 

Automotive Vocational School of Ford Otosan Ihsaniye 

Gölcük Vocational School 

HEREKE CAMPUS 

Asım Kocabıyık Vocational School 

Gebze Vocational School 

Ömer İsmet Uzunyol Vocational School 

KANDIRA CAMPUS 

Kandıra Vocational School 

KARAMÜRSEL CAMPUS 

Barbaros Maritime School 

Gazanfer Bilge Vocational School 

Karamürsel Vocational School 

KÖSEKÖY CAMPUS 

Kartepe Horse Breeding 

Köseköy Vocational School 

KULLAR CAMPUS 

Kocaeli Vocational School 

UZUNÇİFTLİK CAMPUS 

Uzunçiftlik Nuh Çimento Vocational School 

YAHYA KAPTAN CAMPUS 

Yahya Kaptan Vocational School 

YENİKÖY CAMPUS 

Technopark 

YUVACIK CAMPUS 

Faculty of Dentistry 



Kocaeli University – 2018

• 13 research and application centers, 28 research and application units

• Moving towards being an international university, Kocaeli University became a 
member of European Universities Association in 2001. 

• We fulfilled Erasmus requirements in 2004 and signed the “Magna Charta 
Universitatum” charter in 2006. 

• Teaching staff and student exchange activities have been carried out via 
Erasmus Exchange Programs since then with a gradually increasing number.



STUDENT CLUBS

1. AKUT (Rescue Team) 

2. R&D and Innovation

3. Archeology

4. The Atatürkist Ideology

5. Computer Engineering

6. Biology

7. Stock Market and Finance 

8. Modern University Students

9. Modern Life Supporting Club 

10. Environment

11. Mountaineering and Mountain Sports

12. Dancing

13. Derbent Vocational School Tourism 

14. Economy

15. Electric Engineers

16. Electronic and Communication

17. Industrial Engineering

18. Philosophy

19. Physics

20. Idea

21. Photograph

22. Journalism

23. Folklore

24. Aviation

25. IEEE Students

26. Communication

27. Civil Engineers

28. English Language and Literature 

29. Business

30. Geophysics Engineering

31. Geology Engineering

32. Karamürsel Maritime

33. Karamürsel Vocational School Aganta

34. Career and Consultancy

35. Book

36. Puppet

37. Leadership

38. Mathematics

39. Mechatronics

40. Architecture and Design

41. Motor Sports

42. Music

43. Chess

44. Cinema and Television

45. Political Sciences

46. Underwater Association

47. History

48. Medicine School Scientific Research 

49. Medicine School Social Activities 

50. Theatre

51. Society and Life 

52. International Relations

53. Sailing



INTERNATIONAL  RELATIONS  OFFICE

• Kocaeli University International Relations 

and EU Unit was founded in 2002. In 2004, it 

facilitated its exchange activities with the 

participation of our university in Erasmus 

Exchange Programs upon the adoption of its 

Erasmus University Charter (EUC) in the 

same year.

• The Diploma Supplement at Kocaeli 

University is being issued in English, given 

automatically and free of charge to every 

student upon his/her graduation since 2006.

• Kocaeli University was awarded Diploma

Supplement Label in 2011 and ECTS Label in

2013.



• Between 2007-2015, 116 incoming students studied at KOU within the 

framework of Erasmus program.

• Between 2007-2015, 1249 outgoing students studied at Partner European 

Universities within the framework of Erasmus program.

• Approximately 1500 International degree-student study at KOU each 

year. 



Erasmus+ Exchange Figures

Outgoing

Student

Incomming

Student

The number

of Inter-

Institutional

Agreements

The number

of  Partner 

Countries

2017/2018  Academic year

(ongoing)
301 2 180 25

2016/2017 Academic year 275 6 179 25

2015/2016  Academic year 252 15 173 25

2014/2015 Academic year 187 29 159 24



Erasmus+ Exchange Budget

Study
Exchange 

Placement
Exchange

Staff
Exchange

Exchange 
Organization

TOTAL

2017/2018  
Academic year
(Ongoing)

492.750 
EURO

41.450  
EURO

18.400  
EURO

68.800          
EURO

621.400 
EURO

2016/2017 
Academic year

494.482 
EURO

45.001  
EURO

47.383  
EURO

46.200           
EURO

633.066    
EURO

2015/2016 
Academic year

453.252  
EURO

44.740  
EURO

21.240  
EURO

52.850           
EURO

572.082    
EURO

2014/2015 
Academic year

363.893 
EURO

22.320  
EURO

31.015 
EURO

50.550          
EURO

467.779    
EURO



KOU has 38 protocols signed between 38 

different university and 23 Country.

1. USA-New Mexico Highland Universİty

2. USA-University of Massachusetts Lowell

3. USA-University of Nevada Reno

4. USA-Northern Illinois University

5. Germany-Fachhochschule Frankfurt am Main 
Frankfurt/University of Applied Sciences

6. Bulgaria-Konstantin Preslavsky University of Shumen

7. Bulgaria-Technical University Varna

8. Bulgaria-University of Food Technologies Plovdiv

9. Bosnia and Herzegovina-Vitez University

10. Czech Republic-Silesian University in Opava

11. China-Beijing Institute of Technology

12. Estonia-Tallinn University

13. France-Universite' d'Artois

14. Georgia-Shota Rust

15. England-University of Westminster

16. England-Keele University

17. Italy-Roma University "La Sapienza“

18. Japan-Ashinaga Foundation

19. Japan-Kwansei Gakuin University

20. Montenegro-University of Donja Gorica

21. Montenegro-University Mediterranean 
Podgorica

22. Kazakhistan-Sirdaria University
23. Kazakhistan-Gumilev Eurasian National 
University
24. Kazakhistan-Karaganda Bolashak University
25. Kazakhistan-Kostanay State University
26. Kirghizistan-Kaşgarlı Mahmut Barskani
27. Kirghizistan-International Atatürk-Alatoo
University
28. Kosovo-University of Prizren
29. Kosovo-Kolegji Int. Prizren
30. Korea-Pukyong National University
31. Macedonia-State University of TETOVA
32. Macedonia-Ss. Cyril and Methodius University
33. Philippines-The University of the Philippines 
Los Baños
34. Portugal-Algarve University
35. Russia-Tomsk State Pedagogical University
36. Russia-Kalashnikov Izhevsk State Technical 
University
37. Serbia-University of Niš
38. Ukrainian-Odessa National Maritime University

PROTOCOLS/MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING



Mevlana Cooperation Agreements
1 Albania Universiteti i Tiranes 
2 Azerbaijan Azerbaijan University

3 Azerbaijan Azerbaijan Technical University
4 Azerbaijan Lenkeren State University 
5 Azerbaijan Azerbaijan Technological University

6 Belarus Vitebsk State Technological University
7 Bosnia-Herzegovina International University of Sarajevo
8 Bosnia-Herzegovina Bihac University

9 India Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technolog
10 India Veltech Dr. RR&Dr. SR University 
11 Kazakhistan Ahmet Yesevi University

12 Kazakhistan Atırav State University

13 Kazakhistan
L.N Gumilyov Eurasian National 
University 

14 Kirgizhstan Manas University

15 Kirgizhstan Osh State University

16 Kosova University of Prizren
17 Mongolia Otgontenger University

18 Serbia University of Nis 

19 Ukraine Oles Honchar Dnipro National University

20 Jordan
Jordan University of Science and 
Technology 



Departments Which Have Mevlana 

Agreements

1 Archeology 18 Computer Science 35 Computer Engineering

2

Computer and Teaching

Technologies Education 19 Information Systems Engineering 36 Biology

3 Bio-medical Engineering 20

Labour Economics and Industrial

Relations 37 Environmental Engineering

4 Dentistry 21

Inspection Planning and Economics

of Education Management 38 Electrical Engineering

5

Electronics and

Communication Engineering 22 Energy Systems Engineering 39 Philosophy

6 Physics 23 Journalism 40

Visual Communication and

Design

7 Nursing 24 Law 41 Economics

8 Theology 25 Primary Education 42

English Language and

Literature

9 English Language Teaching 26 Civil Engineering 43 Business Administration

10 Chemistry 27 Chemical Engineering 44 Mechanics

11 Mechanical Engineering 28 Mathematics 45 Mechatronics Engineering

12

Metallurgical and Material

Engineering 29 Architecture 46 Accountancy Finance

13 Pre-school Education 30 Radio, TV and Cinema 47 Painting/Sculpture

14 Primary School Education 31

Political Sciences and Public

Administration 48 Social Services

15 History 32 Medicine 49

Tourism and Hotel 

Management

16

Turkish Language and

Literature 33 Air-craft Body-Engine Maintenance 50 International Relations

17

Product Management and

Marketing 34 Agricultural Sciences



Internationalization at Kocaeli University

Internationalization, which is one of the priorities of our school, focuses on 
integrating an international / intercultural dimension into our teaching, 
research and service functions.



The Rationale of Internationalization at KOU

• Student-faculty development

• Improving quality/international standards

• Strategic partnerships

• Production of research and knowledge



Research-related activities

• Integrating international perspectives and subjects into existing research 
centers and programs 

• Increasing collaboration with international partners

• Individual international mobility for researchers 

• Paid leave opportunities for faculty to participate in international activities 

• Research-related training for graduate students



Education-related activities

• Internationalization of curricula: adding international content to 
disciplines, comparative approaches, problem-oriented approaches and 
interdisciplinary studies, area studies, international and intercultural 
studies, developing international programs 

• Foreign language studies

• The admittance of foreign students into undergraduate and graduate 
programs 



Internationalization of our curricula

• Nearly in every faculty of our university, there are some English courses
(both on-line and face-to-face) offered for international students

• In their first year of education, international students are offered an 
intensive Turkish preparatory program and they are taught Turkish by
native Turkish instructors

• For the incoming Erasmus courses are opened paying special attention to
‘recognition’



Multiculturalism as a part of internationalization

• Our international students are seen as both the cultural ambassadors of 
their nation and global citizens

• ‘International student day’ is organized every year where students coming
from different countries introduce their home culture. This event is 
organized by both Kocaeli University and Kocaeli Municipality including
international students of 2 universities in Kocaeli.



KOU International Relations Office

Our International Relations Office has a key role in the internationalization of 
our university. This office is the place where all international agreements are
made. 

• International collaboration agreements

• International student exchange

• International visiting faculty

• Course credit transfer systems 

• International internships for students and faculty



Thank you…

For more information, please visit:

www.kocaeli.edu.tr

http://www.kocaeli.edu.tr/

