
•Voronej 
•5-7 July 2016 



Svetlana Barsukova, 
Higher School of Economics, Moscou

Laboratoire de Sociologie Economique 

Caroline Dufy 
Sciences Po Bordeaux, 
Centre Emile Durkheim 



Food security 

Sverdlovsk 
oblast’, 
July 2012 



Contexte
• 1) Sécurité alimentaire rentre dans le discours des autorités 

russes en 2010  
• Les contextes des années 1990 (production et marché)
• Et 2000 sont très différenciés 

• 2) Elle émane des organisations internationales : deux 
grandes dates 1974 // 1996
• Amartya Sen… et évolution et nombreux définitions 
• 4 piliers : 



Context
• 1) The concept of Food security emerges in the political 

discourse in the 1990 (left wing) 
• Production/ consumption and economic context (depression, 

desintegration) 

• 2) and gains attention from government leaders in the 2000’s
• Production/consumption and economic context (depression, 

desintegration) 

• 4 pilars : 



Methodology and questions 

• Interviews (Nov 2015..) 

• Question : how can this paradox can be explained ? This delay  
how are the main uses and meanings of this concept int he 
political discourse ? 



Theoretical framework of analysis

• Attention to discourses, and représentations 

• Three levels : context, discourses,  public policies 

• The conclusion is that food security can be analysed as a frame 
allowing to analyse different relationships to integration, 
globalization (Bénédict Anderson)



• I ‘Hunger game’ or the missed RDV in the 1990 

• II The neo-liberal decade in the 2000’s

• III  « Via Kremlina, versus Via Campesina » or 
we must feed the country (Nikulin)



I ‘Hunger game’ or the missed RDV in the 1990 

• 1990 collapse in agric production 

• Massive imports and nearly no import taxes
•
• Accessibility priviledge over quality and local 

production 

• Globalisation and identity ; the country is a massive 
food importer 



La chute de la production agricole 



II The neo-liberal decade in the 2000’s
• Food security doctrine is adopted (2009) 
• National sovereignty 
• Context : WTO accession 

• Agric : production and exports are rising 
•
• Food security concept 

• Liberal // competitivessness is promoted 
• Agriculture is seen as integrated in globalised world 
• Trade and international trade is seen as a booster for doemstic 

modernization 



Wheat production and exports (in volume) 
2006 - 2016



III « Via Kremlina, versus Via Campesina » or we must feed 
our country (Nikulin)

• Context : sanctions / anti-sanctions since 2014 
• Financial crisis and decreasing economic growth (bfore)

• Social consensus in favour of domestic production 

• Public policies :  import substitution policies 
• Secteurs prioritaires (dairy prorducts and meat) 

• Globalization  : domestic market is priviledged 



Tableau récapitulatif (source : auteurs)





Thank you for your attention !! 


